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Adaptation Treatments

Protect Utilities
Landscape Solutions 
Unconventional

Keep Water Out:
Temporary Measures
Dry Floodproofing

Let Water In:
Wet Floodproofing
Elevate Interior
Abandon the Lowest Floor

Avoid the Flood:
Fill the Basement
Elevate Foundation
Move

Fortify – Keep Water Out

• Temporary barriers
• Permanent site structures
• Dry Floodproofing
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Adapt to Reduce Damage – Let Water In

• Wet Floodproofing
• Elevate Interior
• Abandon the Lowest Floor

Source: Galveston Historical FoundationSource: City of Davenport, Iowa

Relocate – Avoid the Flood

• Fill the Basement
• Elevate Foundation
• Move

Unconventional Adaptations

• Amphibious design
• Hydraulic lift
• Innovative large-scale landscape intervention

• Engineered network
• Reestablished natural systems
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Assessment criteria

Reduce 
Flood Risk

Maintain 
Historic 

Character

Feasible 
and 

Affordable

Reducing Risk/Vulnerability

• How well does the treatment address the 
risk?

• Is there a time frame for the increased 
resilience?

Reduce 
Flood 
Risk

Retaining Character

• Will the historic character be maintained?
• Can the treatment be implemented without visible 

changes?

• If visible alterations are necessary, is it possible to 
match the appearance?

• If the appearance cannot be matched, is there a 
compatible solution?

• How does the treatment fit within the 
surrounding context?

Maintain 
Historic 

Character
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Practical Solutions

• Is the treatment technically feasible 
considering the building type, condition, and 
structural capacity?

• Is there available/adequate funding?
• What have you learned by engaging with 

your community?
• Neighborhood-scale interventions 

planned?
• Continued support/maintenance of 

infrastructure?

Feasible 
and 

Affordable

Assess This Treatment…

Before After
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Pg. 84
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Pg. 86

Pg. 91

Pg.95

Reduce 
Flood Risk

Maintain 
Historic 

Character

Feasible 
and 

Affordable

14

15

16



To Adapt or Not To Adapt May 2025

NPS Flood Workshop 6

What is your assessment?
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Required Reviews - Public Processes

• Determine if your project is subject to local, state, or federal 
regulatory review processes related to historic preservation 

• Local preservation ordinances
• Permitting processes
• Formal NHPA Section 106 review

• Identify consulting and interested parties and community 
stakeholders early in the planning process and pre-decision making

Consult Early And Often  •  Consult Early And Often 

Make a treatment decision
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Implement treatment decision

Evaluate for intended resiliency 

Summary

• There is no one-size-fits-all 
solution

• Many adaptation options, and 
more being developed

• Assess for balanced approach

• Consult, make and implement 
a treatment decision
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